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NOT BITTER: Malcolm Jewkes remembers his 31 years with the brewery fondly POSTPHOTO C201201ML2-1

A parting glass is raised
in honour of proud brew

Cheers and farewell to Notts traditionAfter 146 years of producing some of the
county’s finest beers, Mansfield Brewery has
made its last pint. It marks the end of one of
the town’s oldest industries. J O N AT H A N
S M A RT re p o r t s

THERE is something missing in the Mansfield air
tonight. For nearly 150 years, the distinctive
aroma of hops and yeast which made Mansfield

bitter unique hung around like smog.
The 16-acre site, dominated by the fermenting towers which

stand proudly on the town’s skyline, was a hive of non-stop
a c t iv i t y.

Massive copper vats produced hundreds of thousands of gallons of beers

700,000 barrels a year — more
than 500,000 pints a day.

At 6pm yesterday, it had pro-
duced its last 600 barrels —
about 200,000 pints.

Production controller Mal-
colm Jewkes oversaw the last
day of production before saying
a fond farewell to the building
where he worked for 31 years.

He said: “It’s a very sad day
for the town and for me. I have
grown up here. All the staff are
like one big happy family.

“When I first started, I was on
£3-odd a week and I loved it. It
was a great place to work.”

Mr Jewkes, of Brackenfield
Avenue, Mansfield Woodhouse,
began at the brewery at the age
of 15 when he left Ravensdale
School, starting in the bottling
plant before progressing on to
works foreman, supervisor,
then production controller.

He has seen many changes
including swapping glass
bottles for plastic and from
manual production lines to
automation. During that time,
the recipes, with an odd tweak
here and there, have remained
largely the same.

He said: “The brewery has
always been a thriving concern,
so it is a knock for the town. But
local drinkers won’t miss out
because Wolverhampton and
Dudley have done a great job of
creating a beer which matches
o u r s. ”

It will take a year to dis-
mantle the production lines and
machinery, which will go to the
highest bidder. But it remains to
be seen what becomes of the
historic building.

So far there are no plans for
development, although Wolver-
hampton and Dudley are in con-
sultation with a number of
interested parties.

Mansfield Brewery pubs,
from Skegness to Loughbor-
ough, will still remain open.

And visitors will still be able
to see how beer used to be made
in the town at the Making It!
discovery centre, part of the
sprawling complex.
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and lagers every day.
Workers in their familiar green

overalls grafted around the clock,
lugging barrel after barrel of the
famous beer onto lorries to be
delivered across the Midlands and
north of England.

But today, the once thriving brew-
ery at Littleworth stands empty. The
smell no longer fills the air. There is
no sign of life.

It is a sad day for Mansfield — the
brewery has brewed its last pint.

There will still be Mansfield Bitter,
but it will come from the West Mid-
lands. Production has been switched
to Wolverhampton and Dudley Brew-
ery, which bought the company two
years ago.

Since that day, the 90 Mansfield
workers have continued on a day-by-
day basis, never knowing when the
axe would fall and they would lose
their jobs.

Their fate was sealed last summer
when a high-profile campaign to keep
the brewery alive failed.

Yesterday was their final curtain
call. But they weren’t going to let the
historic building close without giv-
ing it a proper send-off.

Every member of staff proudly
cheered for the camera in front of the
brewhouse before retiring to the staff
bar for drinks.

Last night, they were off into town
— to paint it red.

Head brewer Dr Robert Burton
paid tribute to their commitment.

“For the last two years, since the
takeover was announced, the whole
workforce has been really dedicated
and has risen to the challenge of
performing professionally, right up
until the last pint was produced.

“The fact is, there is no better place
to work than Mansfield Brewery.

“It is highly regarded throughout
the country and the industry.

“Thankfully, the beer being pro-
duced by Wolverhampton and Dudley
is a near-perfect match, so local
drinkers can still enjoy a pint of
Mansfield. But the sad thing is that
146 years of heritage and history
came to an end yesterday.”

Dr Burton has worked at the brew-
ery for 26 years, starting as a junior

and working his way through the
ranks to oversee the brewery’s pro-
duction, and is the man behind many
award-winning recipes.

He said: “Local people identify
with the brewery and there is a lot of
pride in the local pint.

“The fact that our brands have
stood up so well, in spite of all that
has happened, is testament to that.

“Something that we take for gran-
ted here in Mansfield is when you
walk down Church Street and smell
that beautiful aroma of yeast and
hops. A lot of people will miss that.”

At its peak, the brewery produced

VINTAGE DAYS

Mansfield Brewery was founded in
1855 by local brewers John
Watson, Samuel Hague and
William Baily.

Shortly after, Watson left and
the remaining duo joined forces
with HS Shacklock, James
Hopewell, John Baily, Addison
Titley and William Chadburn, a
future mayor of the town.

It moved to purpose-built
premises at Littleworth in 1907.

In 1925, Mansfield Brewery
became a private company. The
Baily Thomas Trust owned a 51%
stake.

Before the Second World War,
the company took over rival
Chesterfield Brewery.

In the 1970s, the trust approved
a will by the late Frank Baily-
Thomas. It divided his fortune
between charities and a
benevolent fund for employees.

Marksman Lager was
introduced and went on to win a
host of international brewing
awards in the 1980s. The
company moved into a new £4m
brewhouse in Littleworth in 1984.

In 1994, Mansfield Bitter and
Riding Bitter scooped gold medals
at the international beer awards.

The end began in 1999 when
trustees announced they wanted
to sell their 48% share in the firm.

at: Osmaston Park 
Ind. Est.,
Ascot Drive, 
Derby.
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Sale

£3.99

'Roma'
Support Pillow Fabric

Shop
Fabric

ShopMANY ROLLS
REDUCED!

OPEN NEW YEAR’S DAY!

Was £16.99

D£12.99
Was £19.99

K£14.99
Was £28.99

SK£22.99

Dunelm13.5 tog
Winter Warmth

Luxury
Duvets

Polycotton
Cover

Single

£8.99

SAVE
£4

Terrific
Value!

Foam insert for extra support -
Large Size 74 x 48cm (29" x 19" approx)
Washable

S and 1 pillowcase £4.99

D and 2 pillowcases £6.99

K and 2 pillowcases £8.99

Matching
Curtains
available

£6.99 pair

Normally

£3.99

£5.99GREAT
VALUE!

Dunelm Fleece
Throws/Bedspreads
Assorted Cols, Machine Washable -
Pull Resistant Fabric,
200 x 140cm (78" x 55"approx)

100% Cotton Reversible,
Machine Washable,

Latest Fashion
Colours

£4.99
Normally
£5.99NOW!

NOW!

LOTS MORE GREAT
OFFERS IN-STORE!

M.R.P. £7.99

Dunelm White
Duck Feather & Down

Duvets
13.5 Tog for Winter Warmth

100% Cotton Cover - Cassette Construction

13.5 Tog

£17.99
Single Size

D£24.99 K£29.99 SK£35.99

ONLY!

SPECIAL PURCHASE

Factory
Clearout!
Factory
Clearout!

e.g 
All 117cm (46"
wide approx)
Per Pair

£3.99
All 167cm (66"
wide approx)
Per Pair

£5.99

Was £12.99

Dunelm
'Blue Label'

Quilt Sets
SPECIAL PURCHASE

Dunelm Bathmat Sets
Pedestal & Mat

Literally
1000's

of pairs...

Assorted Designs & Cols

Wide Width Polycotton Lining 274cm /108” wide,
Was £2.50/m SALE PRICE ............ per metre £1.99
Wide Width Sheeting up to 280cm /110” wide,
Plain & Patterned, Was £1.99/m  NOW .....per m. 99p
Top Quality 'Waters &Noble' Chenille Fabrics
Normal Selling Price at least £11.99/m
GREAT VALUE AT .................... per metre £6.99
Regular Ranges of Upholstery,
Woven and Chenille Fabrics

Special Purchase
Japanese Floral Jacquard

137cm /54” wide ........................... Per Metre £1.99

20% OFFNormal Selling Prices!

Mill Shop

CURCURTTAINSAINS
Ready MadeReady Made

 Amazing Amazing
VValuealue

Fabric Shop Instore at :-

Castle Retail Park, Radford Boulevard,
(old John Player Factory)NOTTINGHAM.
0115

924 4200
SUNDAYS

11am to 5pm
OPEN UNTIL 8pm

THURS, FRI.
FREE

PARKING

All advertised
items subject
to availability

Castle Retail Park,
Radford Boulevard,

Nottingham.


