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A parting glass is raised
in honour of proud brew
After 146 years of producing some of the
county’s finest beers, Mansfield Brewery has
made its last pint. It marks the end of one of
the town’s oldest industries. JONATHAN
SMART reports

NOT BITTER: Malcolm Jewkes remembers his 31 years with the brewery fondly POSTPHOTO C201201ML2-1

Cheers and farewell to Notts tradition

HERE is something missing in the Mansfield air
tonight. For nearly 150 years, the distinctive
aroma of hops and yeast which made Mansfield
bitter unique hung around like smog.

T

The 16-acre site, dominated by the fermenting towers which
stand proudly on the town’s skyline, was a hive of non-stop
activity.
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Massive copper vats produced hundreds of thousands of gallons of beers
and lagers every day.
Workers in their familiar green
VINTAGE DAYS
overalls grafted around the clock,
lugging barrel after barrel of the
Mansfield Brewery was founded in
famous beer onto lorries to be
1855 by local brewers John
delivered across the Midlands and
Watson, Samuel Hague and
north of England.
William Baily.
But today, the once thriving brewShortly after, Watson left and
ery at Littleworth stands empty. The
the remaining duo joined forces
smell no longer fills the air. There is
with HS Shacklock, James
no sign of life.
Hopewell, John Baily, Addison
It is a sad day for Mansfield — the
Titley and William Chadburn, a
brewery has brewed its last pint.
future mayor of the town.
There will still be Mansfield Bitter,
It moved to purpose-built
but it will come from the West Midpremises at Littleworth in 1907.
lands. Production has been switched
In 1925, Mansfield Brewery
to Wolverhampton and Dudley Brewbecame a private company. The
ery, which bought the company two
Baily Thomas Trust owned a 51%
years ago.
stake.
Since that day, the 90 Mansfield
Before the Second World War,
workers have continued on a day-bythe company took over rival
day basis, never knowing when the
Chesterfield Brewery.
axe would fall and they would lose
their jobs.
In the 1970s, the trust approved
a will by the late Frank BailyTheir fate was sealed last summer
Thomas. It divided his fortune
when a high-profile campaign to keep
between charities and a
the brewery alive failed.
benevolent fund for employees.
Yesterday was their final curtain
call. But they weren’t going to let the
Marksman Lager was
historic building close without givintroduced and went on to win a
ing it a proper send-off.
host of international brewing
awards in the 1980s. The
Every member of staff proudly
company moved into a new £4m
cheered for the camera in front of the
brewhouse in Littleworth in 1984.
brewhouse before retiring to the staff
bar for drinks.
In 1994, Mansfield Bitter and
Last night, they were off into town
Riding Bitter scooped gold medals
— to paint it red.
at the international beer awards.
Head brewer Dr Robert Burton
The end began in 1999 when
paid tribute to their commitment.
trustees announced they wanted
to sell their 48% share in the firm.
“For the last two years, since the
takeover was announced, the whole
workforce has been really dedicated and working his way through the
and has risen to the challenge of ranks to oversee the brewery’s properforming professionally, right up duction, and is the man behind many
until the last pint was produced.
award-winning recipes.
“The fact is, there is no better place
He said: “Local people identify
to work than Mansfield Brewery.
with the brewery and there is a lot of
“It is highly regarded throughout pride in the local pint.
the country and the industry.
“The fact that our brands have
“Thankfully, the beer being produced by Wolverhampton and Dudley stood up so well, in spite of all that
is a near-perfect match, so local has happened, is testament to that.
“Something that we take for grandrinkers can still enjoy a pint of
Mansfield. But the sad thing is that ted here in Mansfield is when you
146 years of heritage and history walk down Church Street and smell
that beautiful aroma of yeast and
came to an end yesterday.”
Dr Burton has worked at the brew- hops. A lot of people will miss that.”
At its peak, the brewery produced
ery for 26 years, starting as a junior
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OLD ALE: A staff photograph from 1899 POSTPHOTO C201201ML2-6

PINT OF DEPARTURE: Head Brewer Robert Burton POSTPHOTO C201201ML2-2
700,000 barrels a year — more
than 500,000 pints a day.
At 6pm yesterday, it had produced its last 600 barrels —
about 200,000 pints.
Production controller Malcolm Jewkes oversaw the last
day of production before saying
a fond farewell to the building
where he worked for 31 years.
He said: “It’s a very sad day
for the town and for me. I have
grown up here. All the staff are
like one big happy family.
“When I first started, I was on
£3-odd a week and I loved it. It
was a great place to work.”
Mr Jewkes, of Brackenfield
Avenue, Mansfield Woodhouse,
began at the brewery at the age
of 15 when he left Ravensdale
School, starting in the bottling
plant before progressing on to
works foreman, supervisor,
then production controller.
He has seen many changes
including
swapping
glass
bottles for plastic and from
manual production lines to
automation. During that time,
the recipes, with an odd tweak
here and there, have remained
largely the same.
He said: “The brewery has
always been a thriving concern,
so it is a knock for the town. But
local drinkers won’t miss out
because Wolverhampton and
Dudley have done a great job of
creating a beer which matches
ours.”
It will take a year to dismantle the production lines and
machinery, which will go to the
highest bidder. But it remains to
be seen what becomes of the
historic building.
So far there are no plans for
development, although Wolverhampton and Dudley are in consultation with a number of
interested parties.
Mansfield Brewery pubs,
from Skegness to Loughborough, will still remain open.
And visitors will still be able
to see how beer used to be made
in the town at the Making It!
discovery centre, part of the
sprawling complex.
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